FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH  PATRIOTISM
inconceivable that the toughest new arrivals should proceed
to exterminate or drive out the aborigines in order to
people the land themselves. They must come to some
sort of terms of co-habitation, even if a certain section
should take to the outer wilds rather than come to any
terms whatever. Otherwise all these self-imported stocks,
from first to last, will be merged In one cumulation of
bastardy.
The only wonder is that the completed product, that
is John Bull, and even Its expansion Into John Bull and
Company, should not turn out to be even more hetero-
geneous. To judge by the shape of their heads, the decisive
test for modern ethnologists, the people of Great Britain
and Ireland vary within comparatively narrow limits,
and present no such contrast of long and round as the
so-called Aryans of Central Europe. The roundheads,
or Alpine stocks} being essentially inland, seem hardly
to have penetrated to England at all, except for the arrival
on her Eastern shores of a half-Nordic offshoot, called,
after their lovely pottery, Beaker folk. Otherwise, the
making of John Bull is a comprehensive long-headed
assortment of types ranging from little dark Iberian
to big blond Scandinavian.
From an evolutionary standpoint, this affords maximum
scope for fruitful variation, while avoiding any contrast
violent enough to result In the gendering of half-breeds.
If one may apply the language of the legendary Irishman
to the typical Englishman, the most typical thing about
him is his not being typical at all.
What ought to be stolid Saxons, sons of South Saxon
squires, Eke Shelley, or Cockney tradesmen like Blake,
may turn out to command more of fairy magic or ethereal
mysticism than any Celt. No one can predict what sort
of hereditary gene will be dominant in the composition
of any given Englishman, or to what streak of ancestry
he will hark back.
It might be that if Lowland England were an island,
instead of only part of one, her stocks would in time get
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